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Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation Team Up with 
Mass Mentoring and Highland Street Foundation for Mentoring Night at TD Garden
Over One Hundred Mentors and Mentees Receive Free Celtics Tickets to the

January 25 Game against the Cavaliers in Honor of National Mentoring Month 
For Immediate Release

BOSTON (January 25, 2010) – The Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation (BCSF) is proud to team up with the Mass Mentoring Partnership (MMP) and the Highland Street Foundation (HSF) for a first-time event, Mentoring Night at TD Garden. Combined, the two Foundations will donate over one hundred Celtics tickets to mentors and mentees from around the state. In addition to the tickets, they will receive t-shirts, hats, cinch bags and gift cards for food while at the game as well as some special pre- and post-game opportunities including the Boston Celtics High Five Kids Tunnel. Mentoring Night will also serve as the launch of a new season-long partnership between Highland Street and the Celtics called Highland Hoops. HSF will purchase tickets for low-income youth throughout the season. 
“The Boston Celtics Shamrock foundation prides itself on providing life enriching experiences to local children in need,” Celtic Team President Rich Gotham said. “The partnership with MMP and HSF in pioneering Mentoring Night at TD Garden allows us to work towards completing this mission, while simultaneously raising awareness to the ever increasing struggles faced by youth throughout the local community.” 

Mentoring Night is an expansion of the partnership between the Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation and MMP, which includes an annual ticket donation program where season ticket holders can donate any preseason or regular season tickets to the BCSF. Last year, Celtics' season-ticket holders donated 1,121 tickets to MMP valued at over $160,000 offering matches from mentoring programs in MMP’s statewide network an incredible experience. It is also an expansion of MMP’s work with Highland Street. The foundation underwrites the Highland Street Ambassadors of Mentoring AmeriCorps members trained by MMP who work at mentoring programs across the state. The Ambassadors will be working at the game to recruit adults to volunteer as mentors. 
“The support we are receiving from the Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation and the Highland Street Foundation is an extension of two great partnerships and will not only provide a memorable experience for mentors and mentees but will also enable us to raise public awareness around the power of mentoring and encourage adults to answer the call to action and become mentors in quality programs in their local communities,” said David Shapiro, president and chief executive officer of Mass Mentoring Partnership.
During the game, the Celtics will present their Heroes Among Us Award to Dolores Johnson a mentor with the Cambridge Family & Children’s Service. The Heroes Among Us Award is presented to an individual who, through their unique commitment and humanitarian spirit, have made exceptional and lasting contributions to our community.
About the Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation
The mission of the Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation is to extend the reach of the Celtics championship legacy into our community. The Shamrock Foundation benefits our children directly, through programs that provide education and support. The Shamrock foundation also partners with community based organizations that provide healthcare, shelter and vital services for children in need.  The foundation’s current community partners are Perkins School for the Blind, Children’s Hospital Boston, Horizons for Homeless Children, and the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (MSPCC). For more information on the Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation, visit the community section on www.celtics.com.
Contacts:  
Heather Walker, Boston Celtics - (Office) 617-854-8072 (Cell) 617-594-4453
About Mass Mentoring Partnership

Mass Mentoring Partnership (MMP) is the only statewide organization dedicated to strategically expanding quality mentoring to meet the needs of youth across Massachusetts. MMP serves more than 170 organizations statewide supporting 23,000 youth in mentoring relationships. For more information: www.massmentors.org.
Contact:
Rich Greif, Mass Mentoring Partnership – (Office) 617-695-2478 (Cell) 781-424-8539

About the Highland Street Foundation
Since it was established in 1989, the Highland Street Foundation has donated more than $115 million to many worthy non-profit organizations including $94 million to groups in Massachusetts alone. It is committed to addressing the needs and concerns of children and families primarily in Massachusetts and California specifically in the areas of education, housing, mentoring, health care, environment and the arts.  To learn more about the Highland Street Foundation, please visit www.highlandstreet.org.
Contact:
Kimberly Bristol, Highland Street Foundation – (617) 650-5695
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