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[Delete MMP logo when you place on program letterhead]


Op-Ed Template 
[Place on your letterhead] 
Date: 

Contact:

Telephone:

Email:

Website:

Title: Give your Op-Ed a title that emphasizes the main point and attracts attention. The title is subject to rewriting by the newspaper. 

Opening: The introductory paragraph should engage the reader, clearly state the issue at hand, and begin with a statement of fact, a true-life story from a third-person perspective, or a reference to current events. 

Body: This paragraph should explain why the issue is important. Give overall statistics that explain the extent of the problem. Use local statistics to help the readers empathize with the situation. Tell why this subject matters. Use projections to indicate what will happen if nothing is done or if the current situation continues. 

The body of the Op-Ed also should suggest a solution to the issue. Illustrate how this solution has worked for other issues or in other areas and demonstrate how it can be implemented and the expected results. Describe local efforts and results if they are available. 

Call to Action: Ask readers or decision makers for support in a specific way. 

Conclusion: Wrap up your Op-Ed by referencing any personal stories used in the opening paragraphs. Give a clear picture of the situation with the solution in place. Re-emphasize the main point. 

Standard Boilerplate About Your Organization: 
[Insert brief description of your program]. For more information about [your program name], please visit [insert your program’s Web address] or call [insert phone number].
XYZ Mentoring Program Thanks our Community’s 100+ Mentors during January 2012 National Mentoring Month

By: Mentor Jane Doe

[Insert local title to describe program activity, event, idea, etc. ex: Fall River mentoring program to recognize 300+ mentors on Thank Your Mentor Day]

Sample op-ed if you are currently mentoring:

This January is National Mentoring Month and I hope you will join XYZ Mentoring Program in also recognizing this month and our amazing mentors in the [insert community name]. In Massachusetts more than 23,000 youth are being mentored, but there are hundreds of thousands more that could benefit from having a mentor. 

I have been a mentor in <insert community name> for <insert length of time>.  <Insert a brief sentence or two about your experience>. I believe the time I have spent with my mentee has made a significant contribution to <his/her> life. Not only that, but every day I am amazed by how much I have personally benefited from being a mentor. The commitment is so small – usually one hour a week – but both of our lives have been forever changed through those short visits.

On January xx, 2012, the XYZ program will be hosting a Thank Your Mentor event  <Insert descriptive information about the event and invite community members to join you, etc>.
We strive to engage more of our community in mentoring and we are committed to recruiting new mentors for the [insert number of youth on your program’s waitlist] children currently on our waitlist.
Could you make the commitment to a child and visit with him or her just once a week? Are you willing to share a little of yourself with a youngster and use that time to “Invest in the future. Mentor a child?”
Please make the decision to become a mentor today. You may contact <insert organization> where I mentor by calling <insert name> at <insert phone number>. Or you can connect with mentoring organizations throughout the state by visiting www.massmentors.org. 
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