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FY13 Budget Request: Mentoring Matching Grants

$350,000 in Line Item 7061-9634

In FY12, the Mentoring Matching Grants line item (7061-9634) was funded at $250,000, less than half of the funding mentoring received in FY09. We respectfully request $350,000, for this account.
An investment of $350,000 would help bolster the economy in Massachusetts. This level of funding will:
· Create and professionally support at least 800 mentoring relationships in Massachusetts, increasing the odds that these youth will graduate high school on time and be prepared to join the workforce
· Leverage $350,000 from the private sector through a dollar-for-dollar match requirement for grantees
· Support 20 full-time jobs at youth mentoring programs

· Yield an almost 3:1 return on investment of $952,000, through dollars saved in reduced juvenile delinquency and crime, and youth engagement in risky behaviors such as drug, alcohol and tobacco use
 
There is a Tremendous Need

Approximately 10,000 Massachusetts students leave school every year before earning a diploma. 
 Dropouts are:

· less likely to have a job and those who do earn less, on average, than high school graduates, 
· less likely to have health insurance than those with more education, and are more likely to depend on Medicaid or Medicare for their coverage, 
· more likely to depend on public assistance, and are 
· more likely to be incarcerated
 
Statewide only 18% of children (ages 6-17) living in a single parent household in poverty are in a structured mentoring relationship and more than 2,700 children are on program waiting lists throughout Massachusetts. In each of the Gateway Cities of Brockton, Fall River, Holyoke, Lowell, Lynn, New Bedford and Springfield, less than 10% of the need for mentors is being met.

There is a Powerful Solution

Mentoring is a youth development strategy that fuels the Massachusetts economy. For every dollar invested in effective mentoring programs there is a return of $2.72, including projected increases in lifetime earnings gained by leading at-risk youth down the path to become productive adult citizens, as well as dollars saved through reduced juvenile delinquency and crime, improved school attendance, higher high school graduation rates, along with the lowered risk of youth involvement in risky behaviors such as drug, alcohol and tobacco use. 
Massachusetts youth in mentoring relationships funded through Line Item 7061-9634 have shown many critical developmental improvements, assets that lead to a host of other positive outcomes including dropout and violence prevention, workforce readiness, and positive social relationships. 

In FY11, Mentoring Matching Grant programs averaged a 73.3% positive increase in academic-related goals for the year, such as improved attitude towards school, improved test scores and grades, and improved classroom behavior. In addition, these programs also reported significant increases among youth served in self confidence, self efficacy and positive attitude about the future.
On average, grantees spend $750 to screen, train, and match a young person with an adult mentor for a minimum of a school year. The funds are used for this direct purpose and are leveraged through a dollar-for-dollar match requirement in addition to the volunteer time of mentors. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has invested over $6.5 million through the line item since FY99, which was originally funded at $1 million, to create over to 9,000 mentoring matches between at-risk youth and caring adults.  
Quality Program Infrastructure is in Place in Massachusetts

This money is awarded through a competitive RFP process and community review administered by the Mass Mentoring Partnership. Mentoring relationships are most likely to promote positive outcomes and to avoid harm when they are close, consistent and enduring. Funded programs are supported with training and capacity building, based on the latest research and effective practices, and must meet high levels of quality to ensure that outcomes are maximized.
Programs Funded Statewide in FY12
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Mass/Metrowest 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Franklin County 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Lowell 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hampden County 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hampshire County 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Massachusetts Bay (Cape)
Big Sister Association (Greater Boston)

Catholic Charities - Laboure Center (South Boston)

Family Service Association (Fall River)

Family Service, Inc. (Lawrence)

LUK Crisis Center (Fitchburg)
John Andrew Mazie Memorial Foundation (Waltham/ Framingham)
Melrose Alliance Against Violence 
Morgan Memorial Goodwill Industries (Boston)
Partners for Youth with Disabilities (Greater Boston)
Railroad Street Youth Project (Great Barrington)
SMILES (Fall River/ New Bedford)
Strong Women Strong Girls (Boston)
The Dream Program (Boston)

Elena Sokolow-Kaufman, Manager of Government Relations and Field Resources, Mass Mentoring Partnership, eskaufman@massmentors.org, 617-695-2476
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