Dear Mentors,
My name is Elena Sokolow-Kaufman and I am the Manager of Government Relations and Field Resources for the Mass Mentoring Partnership (MMP). Many of you know MMP already through some of our larger annual events such as Youth Mentoring Day at the State House and Mentoring Night at Fenway Park. For those of you who are unfamiliar with us, MMP is the umbrella organization for youth mentoring in Massachusetts. We provide an array of training and technical assistance to mentoring programs, on topics ranging from mentor recruitment and retention to program evaluation and fundraising. We are also the chief advocate for public resources for mentoring programs across the state. We work tirelessly to raise awareness about the power of mentoring to change the lives of young people and to build relationships with public leaders, in order to ensure that the Commonwealth continues to invest in mentoring.
I am reaching out to you today because I strongly believe that mentors have a critical role to play in this work.  Mentors can speak -first hand to the life changing impact of a mentoring relationship, and as a result have the unique ability to educate policy makers about the value these programs bring to the table. As volunteers and voters, your voices stand out amongst the many programs regularly contacting public officials, and can help influence the outcome of budgetary decisions in a more powerful way. 

2011 is going to be another tough fight to maintain funding for mentoring programs through the only state grant program dedicated solely to mentoring, the Mentoring Matching Grants line item. MMP is committed to advocating for these funds, but we need your help! MMP is looking for mentors with an interest in policy to become Mentor Advocates, and join us in our fight to ensure funding for youth mentoring programs in Massachusetts. As a Mentor Advocate, you will be added to our advocacy alert email list so that you can stay up to date on budget and policy items, upcoming events, training opportunities and respond to calls for action as decisions are being made on next year’s budget. 

If you are interested in becoming a Mentor Advocate, please send an email to eskaufman@massmentors.org with your full name, email address and the name of the program for which you are a mentor. Feel free to send questions and comments as well.
Looking forward to hearing from you!

Sincerely,

Elena Sokolow Kaufman

Manager of Government Relations and Field Resources

Mass Mentoring Partnership

eskaufman@massmentors.org
617-695-2476

